PICTURE BOOKS
a) Read at least 8 short stories, and select 1 that you REALLY like/connect with.

b) Complete a reading response on ONE of the short stories that you’ve read by answering the following questions. Use complete sentences and supporting details.

1. Provide a brief synopsis of the story (re-tell the story).

2. What is a big idea or theme of the story?

3. What did you think/feel/wonder about the story, a character or a situation? Use evidence from the story to support your opinion. Why did you think/feel this? 

4. Does the story/big idea, a character, or a certain situation remind you of anything from your life? Another Book? A Movie/TV Show/Song? The World? Use details to help explain/expand upon the connection.

5. What can this story teach us about life and living?
Activity Option #1 – TREASURE CHEST: Create a treasure chest that represents the short story that you have responded to. A shoe box, or even a bag would work well. Collect at least 5 items/artifacts that are linked in some way to the short story. The objects can be symbolic, represent something important to the characters, or represent a setting, mood, or event. For each “object” include a brief description of how/why it is important to the story. Some ideas are: 

a) Include artifacts (objects) that were important to the story

b) Dress in costumes that reflect a character in the story

c) Include songs that in some way illustrate something in the story. Print out the lyrics and bring in the songs to share (soundtrack).

d) Make (at home) or buy some food that is linked to the story.

e) Take pictures of things that are in the story

f) Create a collage that represents the story 
g) Other: give me some other suggestions?
Activity Option #2 – SEQUEL: Write the sequel, prequel, or spin-off to your story. Make sure to be true to the characters in your story, but also add a new one (or more)! You can do it as a comic, a short story or a picture book. Use the “how to write a story” book.
NON-FICTION
1. Brainstorm: or search for a topic that you are interested in (preferably an issue of concern in our world – but not necessary).

2. Research: Read/watch a variety of sources (texts, videos, interviews, magazine articles, internet) related to your topic and write down WOW facts, and INQUIRY questions to help guide/narrow your focus. Use the “Synthesis” and/or “Summarizing” organizers to help you do this. 

3. Organize your WOW facts/summaries into “categories” of your choosing, to help focus your ideas + direct further research.

4. Get more information to expand/support what you already have, to give your research more substance and depth. You can use the “I Wonder” organizer to help.

5. Represent your research in a creative manner!

a) Turn it into a magazine article

b) Turn it into an “interactive” book (Dragonology)
c) Turn it into: A Poster? A Video? A Documentary? A PowerPoint?

6. Remember to document all the “sources” that you use. The final documentation is known as a bibliography.

BONUS #1: Change The World!

Whether you get together with some friends, or go it alone, it’s time to step up! Brainstorm and search for an issue that faces our world today, research the topic, then, come up with a plan of action. Get the “Student Activist Guide” booklet and passport from Mr. Dolinski to help guide you!

BONUS #2: Video Contests for Kids

Ask Mr. Dolinski for details about several different video contests for kids. Some include: Racism: Stop It!, Bullying: Not in My School, Pangea Day, No Smoking, Restitution, and Kaleidoscope: Global Issues.

MOVIES
a) Select and watch a movie of your choosing from Mr. Dolinski’s DVD library.

b) Complete a viewing response on the movie that you watched by answering the following questions. Use complete sentences and supporting details

1. Provide a brief synopsis of the movie.

2. What is a big idea or theme of the movie?

3. What did you think/feel/wonder about the storyline, characters or situations? Use evidence from the movie to support your opinion. Why do you think/feel this?
4. Does the storyline/big idea, a character, or a certain situation remind you of anything from your life? Another Movie? A Book/TV Show/Song? The World? Use details to help explain/expand upon the connection.

5. What can this movie teach us about life and living?
Activity Option #1 - TWO  THUMBS  UP: As a group, do a live performance of a MOVIE REVIEW TALK SHOW (a program which reviews and rates movies). Make sure to cover all of the following:



i) Title of the show, hosts, guests, theme music? costumes?



ii) Intro



iii) Review the plot (without giving away the ending)


iv) Discuss what you liked, and/or disliked (plot, characters, actors, special effects, message, etc…).


v) Give it a rating + recommendation for type of audience
Activity Option #2 – ???

MUSIC
Activity Option #1 - Song Collage
a) Listen, follow along with the lyrics, and keep a listening log. You will need to listen to a variety of songs from Mr. Dolinski’s CD library. You can listen casually at first, but will eventually need to start focusing on ONE GENRE or ERA to analyze (ex: pop, rock, punk, 80’s, etc…). Listen for/document songs that YOU HAVE AN OPINION ABOUT (the lyrics) in some way. If you are having trouble picking one, ask Mr.D for some help. 
b) Complete a listening response on at least FIVE songs, each from the same “genre/era.” For each song, you are required to complete the following:

1. Song Title, and Artist (search the internet, or the class iPod)

2. Song Genre (what class CD is it on? – example: 80’s Pop)

3. What is the song’s Big Idea (what’s it about)? 
4. What did you think/feel/wonder about the song (or parts of the song)? Use lyrics to help explain/expand on your opinions/feelings.

c) Create a collage that represents the GENRE or ERA that you analyzed. Using Publisher and/or Photoshop use pictures/words to represent the genre/era. Along with your collage you must include a genre/era response:
1. In general what do you think
Activity Option #2 - Soundtrack
a) Listen, follow along with the lyrics, and keep a listening log. You will need to listen to a variety of songs from Mr. Dolinski’s CD library. You can listen casually at first, but will eventually need to start focusing on some favourites to analyze. Listen for/document songs that YOU CONNECT with in some way. You will need to analyze at least TEN songs, each from a different “genre/era,” so don’t get stuck just listening to the same CD over and over!

b) Complete a listening response on at least TEN songs, each from a different “genre/era.” For each song, you are required to complete the following:

1. Song Title, and Artist (search the internet, or the class iPod)

2. Song Genre (what class CD is it on? – example: 80’s Pop)

3. What is the song’s Big Idea (what’s it about)? 

4. How do you connect with the song? Does it remind you of anything from your life? A Movie? A Book? The World?). Use lyrics from the song and details from your life to help explain/expand on the connection.
c) Take your responses and make a soundtrack that represents who you are. Your task is to make a “CD Jacket” and CD of your chosen songs. You can include a FEW more of your favourite songs as well. Be sure to include all the information from PART 2 (above) and some pictures for each song in your CD Jacket. Each page will be for a different song.

BONUS #1
Make a music video. Select ONE song that is suited to filming a video in a school setting. Break down the lyrics, and storyboard potential “shots” that would represent those lyrics. Practice, film and edit. Use the “music video” organizer. This could be shown at the HGI Film Festival!

BONUS #2
With a small group, select a song, and prepare an Airband performance for the class. Remember to memorize the lyrics, have costumes/props, create/practice a routine, and be outgoing! You could perform at HGI’s Got Talent if you want!

BONUS #3
Do a research project on a band (Metallica), artist (Justin Beiber), era (80’s) or genre (Country). Follow the Non-Fiction format in your multi-literacy to complete this.
LIT CIRCLES
1. Get Set Up
a) Form a “lit circle group that has similar “reading-levels” and interests. 

b) Select an appropriate novel to read together, with the help of Mr. Dolinski.

c) Familiarize yourselves with the “Lit Circle” jobs, and procedures.

d) Get started.

2. Literature Circle

Complete all jobs/tasks as outlined in the “literature circle” organizer.

3. Reading Response

Complete a reading response on the novel that you’ve read by answering the following questions. Use complete sentences and supporting details.

1. Provide a brief synopsis of the story (re-tell the story).
2. What is a big idea or theme of the story?

3. What did you think/feel/wonder about the story, a character or a situation? Use evidence from the story to support your opinion. 

4. Does the story/big idea, a character, or a certain situation remind you of anything from your life? Another Book? A Movie/TV Show/Song? The World? Use details to help explain/expand upon the connection.

5. What can this story teach us about life and living?

4. Activity of Your Choice
Search through the RED Novel Response Duotang and select an activity. The whole group must be involved in the activity together.
MAGAZINES
1. WHAT IN THE WORLD

Select an article published in the E-Zine called “What in the World?” and answer the accompanying worksheets. 
National

- Spend More, Drive Less + editorial cartoon

- The 2010 Olympics

- Budget for a Bruised Economy 

- Homelessness in Canada

- A Presidential Visit

- Making a Difference, One Bike at a Time

International

- Polar Bears On Thin Ice + literacy focus

- Help Slow To Arrive After Cyclone

- Deadly Quake in China + images in the news

- Violence Flares in the Middle East + editorial cartoon

- Bushfires Scorch Southern Australia

- Hope and Despair in Zimbabwe + editorial cartoon

2. Five W’s

For both articles, identify all 5 W’s + How (Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How
). Then re-write the article in your own words.
NEWSPAPER (Online)
a) EXPLORE: Read a variety of newspaper articles online (winnipegfreepress.com or winnipegsun.com). Find an interesting newspaper article (about something important/current) and read it over carefully. 
b) DETAILS: Complete the tasks below: 
1. Title of article:

2. Date of publication:

3. Name of newspaper:

4. Section of paper where article was found (sports, local, etc.):

5. Explain why the information in this article is important for people to know - refer to the “Why Is This News” handout to get you started.

c) POEM: List the 20 most important words from the article. Then, without using any other words, create a poem that reflects the information in the article.

d) SUMMARY: Write a summary of the article (preferably only referencing your 20 words and poem). Include the 5 "W's"- who, what, where, when and why.
e) RESPONSE: 
i) What did you think/feel/wonder about the story? Use evidence from the story to support your opinion. 

ii) Does the story remind you of anything from your life? A Book? A Movie/TV Show/Song? The World? Use details to help explain/expand upon the connection.

iii) What can this story teach us about life and living?

f) PRESENTATION: Glue your summary, poem and response onto a piece of construction paper to display to the class…or…make it into a magazine page.
BONUS #1: Issue Podcast

Read a magazine article or a newspaper article (or watch a newscast on the internet), develop a response, then, film a Podcast responding to the issue/story. A Podcast is a personal response to something on video. You can’t read on camera, but feel free to make jot notes to guide your response (I think/feel/wonder/relate). 

BACK TO BASICS
1. Reading Comprehension

These will be given out at various times by Mr. Dolinski.

2. Reading Fluency

These will be given out at various times by Mr. Dolinski.

3. Reading Strategies Help

Mr. Dolinski will decide who needs this and when. You can request a session as well!

4. Grammar and Stuff

These will be given out at various times by Mr. Dolinski.

FICTION
VIDEO GAMES
Play some games on the PSP (or Wii?). Write a brief review for one of the games (or one of your own). Provide the title, a rating out of 10, a synopsis of what the game is about, and your opinion of the game (graphics, game play, characters, fun factor, etc…).

BONUS #1: Invent a Game
Invent/create your own idea for a game by making the player manual for the game. Be sure to look at “actual” manuals to see what you may need to include (levels, characters, codes, etc…). This task can be done using Publisher and/or Photoshop.
BONUS #2: Advertise for a Game
Make a video commercial for a game that exists (on any system). You can only do this task if you’ve learned the “video making skill” with Mr. Dolinski.
13. Poetry

Select from a variety of poetry packages. Learn about poetic devices, read some poems, practice writing various types of poetry.

TECHNICAL SKILL
Ask Mr. Dolinski to teach you a technical skill:

a) Filming (storyboarding, angles, framing, camera options, etc…) 
· Write, plan, and film a short movie or

· Film a field trip or class/school activity

b) Editing (Movie Maker, iMovie, or Premiere)
· Edit a short movie (filmed by you or another student)

· Edit a video of a field trip or class activity 
c) Photography (angles, framing, camera options, etc…)

d) PowerPoint, PhotoStory, Photoshop, Publisher, etc… 
Newspaper scavenger hunt
Newspaper sort and classify

Newspaper Article + Response
Newspaper Poem
Newspaper Podcast

Newspaper Vocab?

Write School News Story

Headline Match

Why is it news? Each day, newspaper editors around the world must make decisions about which stories they will publish. Stories make it into newspapers for many different reasons. Invite students to look at the stories that have made the front page of a local newspaper during the last few days and to talk about why each of those stories made headlines. Among the reasons students might come up with are these: 

· Timeliness -- News that is happening right now, news of interest to readers right now. 

· Relevance -- The story happened nearby or is about a concern of local interest. 

· Magnitude -- The story is great in size or number; for example, a tornado that destroys a couple houses might not make the news but a story about a tornado that devastates a community would be very newsworthy. 

· Unexpectedness -- Something unusual, or something that occurs without warning. 

· Impact -- News that will affect a large number of readers. 

· Reference to someone famous or important -- News about a prominent person or personality. 

· Oddity -- A unique or unusual situation. 

· Conflict -- A major struggle in the news. 

· Reference to something negative -- Bad news often "sells" better than good news. 

· Continuity -- A follow-up or continuation to a story that has been in the news or is familiar. 

· Emotions -- Emotions (such as fear, jealousy, love, or hate) increase interest in a story. 

· Progress -- News of new hope, new achievement, new improvements. 

Comic Strips re-order (storyboarding)

ABC Book…
LITERACY RESPONSE GUIDE

Short Stories

Non-Fiction

Lit Circles

Music

Movies

Magazines

Back To Basics

Potpourri

