Teaching with Pop Culture and the Media

What is Popular Culture? 
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Popular culture refers to the cultural elements that are popularly accepted among mainstream society.  Popular culture is expressed through the mass circulation of items from areas including film, fashion, music, sport and games. 
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What are the Media?

The media are the methods of communication that are designed to reach masses of people.  The media carry advertisers' messages and serve to link sellers of a product or service to consumers.

Types of media include print (newspapers and magazines, clothing), broadcast (television, film and radio), electronic (Internet and video games) and other types of advertisement (billboards and posters). 

Why Include Pop Culture and Media in a Middle Years Literacy Program?
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· Student Engagement 

· Student Empowerment 

· It’s Fun & Creative

· Enhances educational strategies

· Exposure to ‘New/Multi- Literacies’

· Traditional literacy is not accessible or relevant to all students 

· Connects lived experiences to school culture

· Pop culture comments on society and issues that affect us all.

· It’s increasingly influential and abundant

Barriers to Including Pop Culture and Media in the Classroom
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i) Appropriateness of Content – Get permission

ii) Omission of Traditional Literacies – Use pop culture and media texts along with traditional Literacies. 

iii) Keeping Up with Pop Culture – Learn classroom strategies. 

How Can I Incorporate Pop Culture and Media into My Literacy Program?
Curricular Connections/Springboard for Traditional Literacies

1. Movie/Video Game/T.V Show Study (similar to a novel study)

2. Use video games to explore character, setting, plot, etc… 

3. Exploration of a common theme between a book and movie (justice, or heroes) 

4. Use song lyrics to explore poetry

[image: image5.jpg]


5. Study and/or production of a specific medium: film, television, newspaper, magazine, etc…

6. T.U.S.C.

7. Multi-Literacy Centres

8. Blah, Blah, Blog.

9. Research project on a band/actor/director…

10. Use Movies to explore literary techniques

11. Create a soundtrack to a novel

12. Showing Atmosphere through Television
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Five Key Questions of Media Literacy

1. Who created this message?

2. What creative techniques are used to attract my attention?

3. How might other people understand this message differently than me?

4. What values, lifestyles and points of view are represented in, or omitted from, this message?
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5. Why is this message being sent?

Five Core Concepts of Media Literacy

1. All media messages are ‘constructed.’

2. Media messages are constructed using a creative language with its own rules.

3. Different people experience the same media message differently.

4. Media have embedded values and points of view.

5. Most media messages are organized to gain profit and/or power.

How Can I Incorporate Media Literacy into My Literacy Program?

Critical Literacy Activities

1. Investigate how the media/pop culture:


- Promote Violence/Explicit content (video games, T.V and movies)


- Perpetrate Stereotypes (gender, race, sexual orientation, etc…)


- Use stereotypes to establish characters, add humour
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- Reflect Cultural Diversity


- Present/Influence Body Image - Anatomy of Cool
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2. Comic Book Heroes vs. Real World Heroes

3. Based on a true story?

4. Two Thumbs Up: Learning to review movies/other media

5. That’s My Song! - Who really sets the trends?

6. Tricks of the Trade - decoding and encoding advertising 


- Logo/slogan Races


- Entertain, Inform, Persuade


- 1-way vs. 2-way communication
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7. Teenage Addiction  - Writing Workshop Meets Critical Media Literacy


[image: image17.png]


[image: image18.jpg]+ Flirty Makeup
Hot Holiday Hair
“Free Mascara...x

KISSING
SECRETS

Cays Wi ou Kn)

L]



[image: image19.jpg]


Skinner, Emily.  “Writing Workshop Meets Critical Media Literacy: Using Magazines and Movies as Mentor Texts.”  Voices from the Middle 15.2 (2007): 30-39.

Students use magazines and movies as mentor texts for writing their own pieces of critical creative writing.

Lesson 1: Immersion with Popular Culture Texts

Lesson 2: Critical Media Literacy Activities

Lessons 3 and 4: Planning Writing Projects Using Mentor Texts

Lessons 5-7: Drafting and Revising Writing Projects

Lessons 8-9: Publishing and Reflecting upon Writing Projects

